
 

 

 

February 2026 Communications  
https://www.marysriverquiltguild.org/ 

We look forward to seeing you at the next guild meeting. 
 

Thursday February 26th at 2:00 PM 
 

THIS IS A DAYTIME MEETING! 
 

Program for February: Karen Gottschlich’s Quilting Story 
 
 

President’s Message -  Karen Gottschlich  

 Dear fellow-quilters, 

 

I am seeing flowers come up in my yard and looking forward to the first blooms.  I am back from 

traveling and am enjoying quilting again.  At our meeting this month, I’ll be sharing some of what 

I have made in the past.  Looking forward to seeing you there! 

Sincerely, 

Karen 

 

Treasurer Report – Linda Standeven   
 

There's still time to pay your guild dues for 2026!  I'll be collecting payments at the February 

meeting (please bring cash or check). As with last year, we ask that you fill out a new membership 

form. You can find it on the website or I will have them available at the meeting. Between 

meetings you can mail the form and your check to Mary’s River Quilt Guild — address is on the 

membership form. 

Thanks!  

Linda Standeven 

Programs - Marcia Gilson  
                  

                My Quilting Journey: From 12 to 64  

                                    by Karen Gottschlich 

Join MRQG member, Karen Gottschlich, as she shares the story of her quilting life, from her very first quilt stitches 

at age 12 to the quilts she’s creating today. Through plenty of show-and-tell, Karen will showcase quilts from 

different stages of her journey and talk about how her skills, style, and approach to quilting have evolved over the 

years.  

Our February program will again be held at 2 pm to avoid any hazards mother nature might have in mind.  This 

is also another great opportunity to view the Marys River Quilt Guild’s show in the auditorium where we 

meet.  Hope to see you there. 

Membership Application 

https://www.marysriverquiltguild.org/
mailto:mrqgpres@gmail.com
https://www.marysriverquiltguild.org/_files/ugd/e1b34d_dca5b68133164da0b549639c3bccf862.pdf


 

 

Library - Joyce Loper .. Izzie Elliot 

 

“Commemorative American Quilts: Stitching Our Heritage from 1876 to Today” by Sandra 

Sider 

 
Just in time for America’s 2026 semi quincentennial, historian 

Sandra Sider wrote this fabulous book on the history of 

commemorative quilt making from the 1876 US Centennial to 

today.  Sider shows the role of quilts in preserving stories, 

bridging cultural divides, and celebrating important moments in 

our history.  The book has 200 photographs of commemorative 

quilts focused on diverse elements of US society, including 

women’s roles, racial equity, civic pride, and more.  This quilt 

featuring bloomers is one of my favorites from the book. 

Many of us remember that quilts were featured in the US bicentennial celebration in 1976.  I 

was recently at the “Road to California” quilt show in southern California, and saw this quilt 

made for this year’s semi quincentennial.  A group of ten quilting friends designed images to 

portray key events in American history; each quilter then made a quilt with those images, which 

range from the silhouette of a minuteman to a lava lamp.  Throughout 2026, it will be fun to see 

how quilting commemorates our 250-year history, continuing the tradition highlighted in 

Sider’s book. 
 

Block of the Month – Debbie Poole 
 

The Block of the Month Committee would like to thank all those who are participating in the 

'2026 Patriotic Theme' blocks.  This is a time to gather all of your red, white and blue scraps 

and put them to great use.  Our patterns are scrap friendly.  Cathy Griffin will be at the Guild 

meeting and donating a bin of fabric that everyone can use for these blocks.  We received a 

great suggestion from a fellow member where participants should make two blocks - one to 

keep and one to bring for the drawing. 

 

It is recommended that blocks be bordered using white fabric.  For example, in the 'Wild Good Chase' pattern, 'A' is 

red or blue, 'B' is white, and 'C' can white or a combination of white, red and blue. 

 

Please bring your completed January block to the Guild meeting to donate for the drawing.  The winner will receive 

all of the donated blocks.  Your name can be submitted as many times as the number of blocks you bring to the 

meeting.   

 

Attached please find our pattern for February called 'Wild Good Chase.'  This is an 'Americana' pattern.  Earliest 

examples are from 1775 to 1800.  Alternative names for this pattern are 'Birds In Flight,' 'Wild Geese Flying,' 'Geese 

In Flight.' 

 

We will try to have a fun fact or interesting story for each block. 

 

BOM of the Month Committee: Debbie Poole, Theresa Valentine and Mary Lou McLocklin 

 

mailto:loperj2@gmail.com
mailto:izemaui@gmail.com


 

 

Service Committee – Lynn Grube 
Hello all,   

Service committee has been gifted several older quilt tops, some in good condition and 

others somewhat the worse for wear!  We will have them at the next meeting for people to 

bid on if anyone is interested. We will also have a small number of red, white, and blue 

fabrics for sale to use in the Block of the Month blocks.  

Lynn 

 
Challenge Quilt – Belinda Barnes 

  

          2026 Challenge - Upcycling 
 
Create a project incorporating previously used textiles.  Examples of 

used textiles include items such as clothing or linens.  Think worn 

jeans, men’s ties, or an outfit that doesn’t fit any longer.  Or include household items like sheets, towels, or curtains.   

The possibilities are endless.  The purpose of this activity is to challenge MRQG members to use their creativity 

while using potentially unfamiliar textiles.   There are no limits as to colors, size or dimensions of the finished work.  

At least 50% of the front of your finished project should integrate your used textiles.   

  

 

For some added inspiration, this and future newsletters will include some informational articles.   

NEW:  Making Quilts With Old Clothes (Frugal Quilting) 

 

 

Also, here are a couple of videos that might be helpful  

Grow Your Stash and Upcycle Quality Fabric 

Make a Quilt from 8 Men's Shirts 

 

 

Articles may contain sponsored links, which are not endorsed by the MRQG. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://sewingandquiltingclub.com/making-quilts-with-old-clothes/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=avkUVHCm04Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DtBqi4enz80


 

 

Historian – Ann Smart 

 
 
 
Photos of the January 
meeting by Ann Smart 

 

  
 


